FIRST OVER EVEREST
much more intense. It might be thought at the first blush that
these nvo characteristics were one and the same, but a lesson
drawn from the work of the expedition taught us to make a
difference between the two, and guarded us against the idea that
because the whole sky was entirely blue with a sun of brass
blazing down from the centre of it, the intensity of light for
photographic purposes would necessarily be very high. We
found curious paradoxes in this matter which could no doubt be
explained by scientists as being due to humidity in the air and
also to the presence of dust which was so impalpable as to be
indistinguishable to the naked eye, and this dust we found to be
present in the air even at amazingly high altitudes. We were
destined to receive very great surprises from this source later
on.
"However, we resolved not to miss any photographic
practice, being convinced in our minds that even the most
experienced of us had much to learn.
"As we took off from the Karachi aerodrome in the usual
cloud of dust thrown up by the tail skids, 'that agricultural
implement that adorns even modern aircraft to the disgust of
aerodrome owners/ we came soon upon a marvellous tracery of
creeks of which the shore of the Arabian Sea is here composed.
A lace-like network which stretches for miles and miles from
the Port of Karachi, dividing the featureless, bare, sunburnt
yellow of the Plains of Sind from the bright blue of the sea, it
was a sight indeed to be remembered. Hardly had our eyes left
its amazingly intricate tracery than they were caught by another
spectacle which was nothing less than the largest building in the
world. This is the vast airship shed or hangar which was built
to accommodate the ill-fated ships of the Imperial Service of
airships and of which the two sisters met their end, one on the
ridge of Beauvais, with many gallant souls on board, and the
other at the hands of the breakers who, with steam-roller and
oxy-acetylene jet destroyed the hopes of many lives as they tore
down its beautiful shape into flattened tangled masses of metal.
Whether or not the airships were to be regretted, no one could
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